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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to the application filed on June 28, 2002. Claims 
1-22 are pending. Claims 1-22 represent system and method for selecting an 
external user interface using special information. 



2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



3. Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Theimer et al. U.S. 5,812,865. 
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Theimer teaches the invention as claimed including specifying and 
establishing communication data paths between particular media devices in 
multiple media device computing systems based on context of a user or users 
(see abstract). 

As to claims 1 and 15, Theimer teaches a method and a system for 
selecting an external processor as a user interface to a machine comprising: 

accessing control grid position information for the machine (column 6, 
lines 25-32, Theimer discloses locating moving users and devices (i.e. by 
locating moving users and devices, inherently, "accessing control grid (figure 1, 
item 11) information for the machine" occurs)); 

obtaining position information for the external processor (column 8, lines 
54-67, Theimer discloses user's agent collects location information about its 
associated user from various sources); and 

using the control grid position information and the external processor 
position information in determining whether an external processor is in the 
control grid of a machine (column 8, lines 54-67, Theimer discloses synthesizes 
that information into one opinion about where the user currently is). 

As to claim 2, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 wherein: 

the determination of whether an external processor is in the control grid is used 
to make a control transfer decision (column 8, lines 54-67, Theimer discloses 
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location information sources could include sighting information from the Active 
Badges, from the Tab agents of the Tabs the user is currently carrying, from 
monitoring the input activity on various computer terminals, and from a variety of 
other sources (i.e. location information sources inherently "is used to make a 
control transfer decision")). 

As to claim 3, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
obtaining authentication information for an external processor (column 21, lines 
23-26, Theimer discloses Authentication controls could be added so that the 
Badge Server only returns information about a particular badge ID to a list of 
authorized clients for that badge ID). 

As to claim 4, Theimer teaches the method of claim 3 wherein: the 
determination of whether an external processor is in the control grid and the 
authentication information is used to make a control transfer decision (column 8, 
lines 54-67, Theimer discloses location information sources could include 
sighting information from the Active Badges, from the Tab agents of the Tabs the 
user is currently carrying, from monitoring the input activity on various computer 
terminals, and from a variety of other sources (i.e. location information sources 
inherently "is used to make a control transfer decision"); column 21, lines 23-26, 
Theimer discloses Authentication controls could be added so that the Badge 
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Server only returns information about a particular badge ID to a list of authorized 
clients for that badge ID). 



As to claim 5, Theimer teaches the method of claim 4 wherein: the 
authentication information is obtained from a user of the external processor 
(column 26, lines 52-54, Theimer discloses such identity and authentication 
information may be contained in a user's Active Badge). 



As to claim 7, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

Accessing control grid position information for a second machine (column 
6, lines 25-32, Theimer discloses locating moving users and devices (i.e. by 
locating moving users and devices, inherently, "accessing control grid (figure 1 , 
item 11) information for the machine" occurs)); 

Obtaining position information for a second external processor (column 8, 
lines 54-67, Theimer discloses user's agent collects location information about 
its associated user from various sources); and 

Using the control grid position information and the external processor 
position information in determining whether to give priority of control to the 
external processor or the second external processor (column 8, lines 54-67, 
Theimer discloses synthesizes that information into one opinion about where the 
user currently is; column 26, lines 14-23, Theimer discloses some devices may 
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belong to particular users-a workstation in an office, for example, may be 
thought of as belonging to the user who resides in that office. Such ownership 
privileges may allow the user highest priority for controlling the resources of that 
workstation). 

As to claim 8, Theimer teaches the method of claim 7 further comprising: 
Obtaining hierarchy priority information for the external processor and the 
second external processor (column 25, lines 13-18, Theimer discloses the 
priority level (i.e. hierarchal priority may indicate that the accompanying 
message should be delivered to the user); and 

Using the hierarchy priority information in determining whether to give 
priority of control to the external processor or the second external processor 
(column 25, lines 33-36, Theimer discloses evaluates the message based on the 
context of the recipient and the priority of the message, and may determine a 
display property which indicates how a message should be delivered). 

As to claim 10, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
Obtaining updated position information for the external processor (column 

11, lines 48-50); and 

Using the updated position information in determining weather to maintain 

external processor control of the machine (column 11, lines 51-67). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Theimer teaches a method for manipulating a file 
comprising: 

Selecting a file with a portable processor using a wireless communications 
channel (column 4, lines 7-9, Theimer discloses Another aspect of the invention 
provides a system in which media data paths between users (i.e. user's portable 
devices and agents (column 8, lines 65-67) may be selected depending upon 
the context or state of the user or users (i.e. inherently "selecting a file with a 
portable processor or device using wireless communications channel)); and 

Selecting a machine to process the file using position information relating 
to the portable processor (column 8, lines user's agent collects location 
information (i.e. equated to "a machine to process the file using position 
information relating to the portable processor), and user's current location can be 
sent directly to the user's agent via an RPC). 

As to claim 1 3, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 1 , further 
comprising: 

Selecting a second machine to process at least a portion of the file using 
position information relating to the portable processor (column 8, lines user's 
agent collects location information (i.e. equated to "a machine to process at least 
a portion of the file using position information relating to the portable processor), 
and user's current location can be sent directly to the user's agent via an RPC). 
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As to claim 14, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 1 further 
comprising: 

Selecting a first machine to process a portion of the file using position 
information relating to the portable processor (column 8, lines user's agent 
collects location information (i.e. equated to "a machine to process at least a 
portion of the file using position information relating to the portable processor), 
and user's current location can be sent directly to the user's agent via an RPC); 
and 

Selecting a second machine to process a second portion of the file using 
position information relating to the portable processor (column 8, lines user's 
agent collects location information (i.e. equated to "a machine to process at 
least a portion of the file using position information relating to the portable 
processor), and user's current location can be sent directly to the user's agent 
via an RPC); 

As to claim 16, Theimer teaches a system for selecting an external 

# 

processor as a user interface to a machine comprising: 
A processor (figure 1 , item 26); 

A control grid position map data base information for at least one machine 
connected to the processor (figure 1; column 28, lines 13-23, Theimer discloses 
UserAgents may control the communication channel, storing communication 
information for a user during certain states (i.e. "a control grid position map 
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database (or UserAgents) information for one machine (figure 1, item 24, 26 or 
28) connected to the processor")); 

A position information receiver for obtaining position information data for 
an external processor (column 8, lines 54-67, Theimer discloses user's agent 
collects location information about its associated user from various sources); 
and 

A processor having processing instructions for using the control grid 
position map database and the external processor position information in 
determining whether an external processor is in the control grid of a machine 
(column 8, lines 54-67, Theimer discloses synthesizes that information into one 
opinion about where the user currently is). 

As to claim 17, Theimer teaches the system of claim 16 wherein: 
The receiver for obtaining position information is an indoor positioning 
system receiver (column 2, lines 11-16, Theimer discloses receivers placed in 
each room of a building, thereby allowing detection of where each user is 
currently located). 

As to claim 18, Theimer teaches the system of claim 17 wherein: 

The indoor positioning system provides relative position data relative to a 
reference point (column 2, lines 11-16, Theimer discloses the receiver allowing 
detection of where each user is currently located (i.e. "reference point")). 
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4. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Theimer et al. U.S. 5,812,865 in view of Gould et al. U.S. 6,920,561 . 

Theimer teaches the invention substantially as claimed including 
specifying and establishing communication data paths between particular media 
devices in multiple media device computing systems based on context of a user 
or users (see abstract). 

As to claim 6, Theimer teaches the method of claim 4. 
Theimer fails to teach explicitly the authentication information is obtained 
from a user of the external processor and includes biometric information. 
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However, Gould teaches method and system for enabling free seating 
using biometrics through a centralized authentication. Gould teaches 
authenticated biometric information in a computer (column 4, lines 59-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Gould to provide the authentication 
information is obtained from a user of the external processor and includes 
biometric information. One would be motivated to do so to allow user credentials 
securely imported without needing an additional identification (see abstract). 

6. Claims 9, 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Theimer et al. U.S. 5,812,865 in view of Nagasaka et al. U.S. 
6,725,300. 

As to claim 9, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 . 

Theimer fails to teach explicitly downloading user interface logic data to 
the external processor. 

However, Nagasaka teaches control device for controlling the 
transmission and receipt of data and a method of determining the transmitter 
and the receiver of the data, Nagasaka teaches downloading data of the 
corresponding user interface (column 26, lines 51-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Nagasaka to provide downloading 
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user interface logic data to the external processor. One would be motivated to 
do so to allow operability of the device control (see abstract). 

As to claim 12, Theimer teaches the method of claim 1 1 . 
Theimer fails to teach explicitly downloading the file to the portable 
processor. 

However, Nagasaka teaches downloading data of the corresponding user 
interface (column 26, lines 51-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Nagasaka to provide downloading the 
file to the portable processor. One would be motivated to do so to allow 
operability of the device control (see abstract). 

As to claim 20, Theimer teaches the method of claim 9 further comprising: 

Theimer fails to t each explicitly downloading user interface logic data to 
the external processor when the external processor enters the second grid. 

However, Nagasaka teaches downloading data of the corresponding user 
interface (column 26, lines 51-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Nagasaka to provide downloading 
user interface logic data to the external processor when the external processor 
enters the second grid. One would be motivated to do so to allow operability of 
the device control (see abstract). 
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7. Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Theimer et al. U.S. 5,812,865 in view of Eslambolchi et al. 
U.S. 6,808,1 16 (referred to hereafter as Eslam). 

As to claim 19, Theimer teaches the system of claim 20. 

Theimer fails to teach explicitly the indoor position system provides 
absolute latitude and longitude data. 

However, Eslam teaches fiber jumpers with data storage method and 
apparatus. Eslam teaches latitude and longitude information (column 6, line 63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Eslam to provide the indoor position 
system provides absolute latitude and longitude data. One would be motivated 
to do so to allow easy and automatic integration of traffic information. 

As to claim 21 , Theimer teaches the system of claim 15. 

Theimer fails to teach explicitly the means for obtaining position 
information comprises an indoor electromagnetic wave positioning system. 

However, Eslam teaches electronic magnetic wave positioning (column 2, 
lines 17-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Eslam to provide the means for 
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obtaining position information comprises an indoor electromagnetic wave 
positioning system. One would be motivated to so to allow the tag to 
communicate the jumper cable identification information to the radiation unit 
(see abstract). 

8, Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Theimer etal. U.S. 5,812,865 in view of Teller et al. U.S. 6,816,437. 

As to claim 22, Theimer teaches the system of claim 15. 

Theimer fails to teach explicitly means for obtaining position information 
comprises an ultrasonic positioning system. 

However, Teller teaches method and apparatus for determining 
orientation. Teller teaches an ultrasonic positioning system (column 4, lines 7-8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Theimer in view of Teller to provide means for obtaining 
position information comprises an ultrasonic positioning system. One would be 
motivated to do so to allow designing of a keyboard that can be made ultra thin. 
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9. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 
571-272-4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-4010. Information regarding the status of an application may 
be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 
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